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Guidelines for Submitting an Abstract 
 

These guidelines have been written to support those submitting an abstract to the SST 
for the first time. These are guidelines only, not a formal policy.  
 
Key Information 
 
SST conference participants can submit papers to the main conference or to seminar 
streams.  

• Short papers that are submitted to the main conference must relate to the 
overall conference theme. Those that are not clearly linked are automatically 
rejected by the main conference short papers committee.  

• Streams allows participants to present papers on the main conference theme 
and any other topic of research. The stream convenors decide on the papers to 
accept for their themes so please liaise with them directly if you have specific 
questions. 

 
Reading the Call For Papers 
 
The first step to writing a good abstract is to read the Call for Papers in detail.  
 

• Read through the call for papers making a note of the key theme(s) and language 
as you go; 
 

• Consider how your work might relate to the theme being highlighted for the 
overall conference or one of the streams. 

o Do you have an idea you want to test out by presenting it at the 
conference? 

o Do you have a ready-made article or book chapter that you would like to 
tweak for this conference? 

o Do you want to gain feedback on a current project?  
o Do you have time to prepare a paper? 

 
Drafting the Abstract 

 
After you have reflected on your work in relation to the conference, you can then begin 
to write the first draft of your abstract.  

 
• Summarise what you plan to present in plain language, briefly indicating where 

necessary what specialised language means for those who may not be familiar. 
Remember this abstract is not only read by us, but also by participants deciding 
which paper to go to. 
 

• Be as clear as possible about what you will present. You can be a little vague in 
terms of your argument, as you may not have written the paper yet. But highlight 



key people, methodologies, contexts or questions you want to explore. We want 
to ensure that as rich an array of topics is represented as possible, your 
specificity helps us to achieve this.  
 

• Where relevant (i.e. not in the case of specific streams) please be very clear 
about how your paper relates to the theme of the conference. Where there are 
key words, try to include them explicitly, so we can see how it relates and what 
perspective you are coming from. 
 

• Write within the word limit but give us enough to work with. Generally, we need 
more than 1 or 2 lines, to gage what you plan to present, so it does not help to be 
too brief. On the other hand, we do not need too much detail at this stage. Please 
using the word limit as a helpful indicator of what to aim for.  
 

Thank you and we look forward to reading your submissions! 
 
Selina Stone, on behalf of The Short Papers Sub-Committee 
 
 


